such proclamation was that he intended to call another within the three years, and that he feared an ill construction might be made of his not doing accordingly ; that though- the anti-monarchical party was very low and discouraged, yet this might raise discontent in another party, those which were for the service of the Crown, but for his Majesty observing the laws at the same time, especially where they had his royal word for it. However, if his Majesty thought fit to do it, he (Halifax) would not relinquish, his service, but if he could find out any reasons as an excuse for his not doing so, Avould study to do it. So that there seemed no possibility of a Parliament, except we were compelled to it by a foreign cause ; for if the war went on between France and Spain, we continued in danger that Spain and Holland would declare war against us.
January 15. The sessions for Middlesex being at Hicks Hall and the Old Bailey, my Lord Chief Justice Jeffreys had reflected upon the whole bench of justices of the peace" of that county, by using general words, as he found fault with one of them, who indeed had acted not according to law for bailing a person that had committed murder, saying the justices of the peace for Middlesex did what they ought not to do, that they took no care of acting according to the law, or their duty, &c. • Notice of this being brought to us sitting at Hicks Hall, and that his lordship had said this and more to the same effect in open court at the Old Bailey, I moved that some gentlemen might be sent to his lordship to require reparation, it being hard the whole bench should suffer in the esteem of the world for one man's fault. This was agreed unto, and I, being one of the four sent, so laid the